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A top educator looks at the causes and national costs of the lowering of college admission and
academic standards in the United States, then proposes confronting the problem by tying
federal student grants and loans to academic performance as well as to financial need.





Richard B. Schwartz, “One of the Best Books on Higher Education Today. This is one of the best
of the recent books on higher education in America. It is not as accepting of the status quo as
the books of `establishment' college presidents but neither is it an angry screed, focusing on
predictable cultural issues. It is a book by an experienced faculty member, a faculty member in
the social sciences. The arguments are balanced and, I believe, correct in all essentials.The
realities are bitter: while we have focused on `access' there are really no problems with access,
in key senses of the word. American colleges and universities actually have excess capacity.
Struggling to survive they have lowered their expectations/standards with regard to admissions
and, in the process, lowered the achievement of our high schools. Why should students stretch
(or be stretched) when there are scores of institutions that are only too happy to take their tuition
dollars?With excess capacity and practices geared to insure survival rather than excellence, our
colleges are filled with underprepared students. Grade inflation exacerbates the problem and
lowered expectations result in ample free time for `socializing' and `partying'. While there remain
great opportunities for student growth and achievement it is also the case that students can
evade challenges with relative ease. Core curricula have largely disappeared and pressures are
exerted to keep students in school who are underperforming.The book leads to the concluding
chapter, in which Dr. Toby argues for a change in the allocation of federal loans. He wants them
to be contingent on successful performance. He would like grants to be so contingent as well,
but feels that this would be too difficult to achieve, politically.Under the current system (the result
of a series of disconnected, uncoordinated federal and state actions) students can secure
grants and loans (largely) on the basis of need. If they are unprepared to do college work, they
can still receive this support. Of course, the default rate on loans is higher for the unprepared
than for the prepared and the results of default can be catastrophic for the individual, crippling
him/her financially for decades.The book is filled with charts and data supporting its arguments.
It is a very useful book as well as a persuasive one. It is not a happy book, but neither is it an
angry one. It is a sad book, but unless and until we acknowledge the problems and issues we
cannot address them. If more would attend to Dr. Toby's arguments, we could begin to solve the
problems which beset us.”

D_shrink, “Great Book for the Serious Minded. The author Jackson Toby is an emeritus
professor at Rutgers with 50 years of teaching and research experience. The essence of the
book is that political correctness has led us down the path of thinking we should all go to
college, due to the belief that we are all equally suited in mental capacity, social upbringing, and
economic ability to survive such an ordeal. As a possessor of several advanced degrees and as
a previous adjunct professor I would wholeheartedly agree. If you are expecting the typical
liberal bent in this discussion, I advise you will be somewhat disappointed. The book is only
208pp and can easily be read in two or three sittings, a length which I tend to favor for



informational and pleasure reading. There are a few pages of statistical references, but they are
well explained verbally. But towards the end, professor Toby does make a few concessions to
the liberal ideals, which based on the rest of the book, I would say were inserted to please the
publisher as much as anyone else.”

T. W. Moore, “Toby explains policies that lower academic achievement. The book is persuasively
written to explain how present day education policy and practice devalue learning (while
simultaneously espousing academic credentialism). I found the book easy to read and rational
in describing the impact of extant policy in the first six chapters covering 1) high school, 2)
universal enrollment, 3) grade inflation, 4) college as entertainment, 5) the linkage between a
college credential and employment, and 6) $money & financial aid. The seventh and final
chapter is Toby's recommendations for improving policy. Much to his credit, Toby goes beyond
explaining the problem and offers his potential solutions to increase academic performance of
students.In general, Toby is explaining poor student academic performance in the context of
reinforcement theory. Behaviors that are not reinforced (such as studiousness) will be
extinguished. His primary theme is that college admissions, retention, and "scholarships" are no
longer academically earned privileges but accessed as property rights. The decoupling of
academic related outcomes from measures of academic learning results in less academic
performance. For example, many, most, or almost all high school students are well aware that
there is a college somewhere that will admit them, help them finance their education (through
Pell grants and subsidized loans), give them a safe harbor from seeking employment, provide a
high standard of living through amenities and entertainment (like the better than professional
football game), and, seemingly, ensure access to the academic credential that will provide life-
long high wages, material goods, job security, and happily ever-after existence. So for many
high school students it is not about doing one's best (that would be a lot of work) but doing just
enough to keep in the game.”

The book by Jackson Toby has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 6 people have provided feedback.
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